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Smart Beginnings Start with Families offers several 
resources that are attached to this newsletter.  They 
can also be downloaded from  
http://www.smartbeginnings.org: 
• A Tip Sheet of suggested activities and parenting 

tips to help young children be better prepared to 
start kindergarten healthy and ready to learn  

• A series of 5 short writeups about how schools, 
libraries, child care providers and healthcare 
professionals can support families with young 
children within the community 

A Facebook cover banner can be downloaded and 
posted and shared throughout the campaign. 

“We are delighted to partner with VECF on this 
innovative initiative to honor families and recognize 
the pivotal role of parental guidance in the lives of 
young children,” said Dr. Sandra “Sandy” Treadway, 
Librarian of Virginia. “One way to celebrate Smart 
Beginnings Start with Families is for parents to enroll 
their children in the summer reading program 
sponsored by their local library. Even the youngest 
child enjoys being read to and looking at picture books 
with an adult. Reading helps children discover and 
understand how the world works.” 

“Since Smart Beginnings Start with Families is 
bookended by Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, it’s an 
ideal time to renew our collective commitment to 
support families with young children at all levels of 
community involvement, including business leaders, 
elected officials, libraries, healthcare and social service 
agencies, among other stakeholders,” said Kathy 
Glazer, President of the Virginia Early Childhood 
Foundation. “During this special time, we salute moms, 
dads, grandparents and other family members across 
the Commonwealth in their efforts to provide children 
with a strong foundation for school, life and workforce 
success.” 

For more information about  
Smart Beginnings Start with Families,  
visit http://www.smartbeginnings.org. 
 
Source: Press Release, May 1, 2014 

Smart Beginnings 

Virginia Early Childhood Foundation & 

Library of Virginia Launch  

“Smart Beginnings Start with Families”  

Campaign from Mother’s Day to Father’s 

Day, May 11-June 15 
The Virginia Early Childhood Foundation and 
the Library of Virginia have partnered to designate      
May 11-June 15, the time period between Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day, as an opportunity to focus on 
the unique needs of young children and to recognize 
that Smart Beginnings Start with Families. 

Both of these partner organizations develop and 
implement statewide strategies to help parents and 
families provide young children with a strong 
foundation for school readiness and language 
development in the formative years from birth through 
age five. 

• The Virginia Early Childhood Foundation 
(VECF) works in collaboration with Smart 
Beginnings initiatives in communities across the 
Commonwealth to promote school readiness and 
quality early experiences through a wide variety of 
initiatives designed to support families with young 
children. 

• The Library of Virginia provides educational 
programs and resources on Virginia history and 
culture for students and teachers throughout the 
state, and consults with Virginia’s public libraries to 
create enriching programs that encourage a love of 
reading in children of all ages. 
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ALA Library Facts 

Number Employed in Libraries 
Academic Libraries 
 Librarians ........................................................................ 26,606 
 Other Paid Staff ............................................................ 59,145 
 Total Paid Staff.............................................................. 85,751 

Public Libraries 
 Librarians ........................................................................ 46,630 
 Other Paid Staff ............................................................ 90,473 
 Total Paid Staff........................................................... 137,103 

Public School Librarians 
 Librarians ........................................................................ 78,570 
 Other Paid Staff ............................................................ 47,440 
 Total Paid Staff........................................................... 126,010 

Private School Librarians 
 Librarians ........................................................................ 14,090 
 Other Paid Staff .............................................................. 3,770 
 Total Paid Staff.............................................................. 17,860 

Bureau of Indian Education School Libraries 
 Librarians ................................................................................. 90 
 Other Paid Staff ..................................................................... 80 
 Total Paid Staff.................................................................... 170 

TOTAL 
 Librarians ....................................... 165,986 
 Other Paid Staff ............................. 200,908 

 Total Paid Staff .............................. 366,894 

Source: http://www.ala.org/tools/libfactsheets/
alalibraryfactsheet02 

© Copyright American Librarian Association 

Youth Services Notes  
is issued weekly by  
Enid Costley 
Children’s and Youth Services Consultant 
Library Development and Networking  

Library of Virginia 
800 East Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

Phone: 804.692.3765 
Fax: 804.692.3771 
E-mail: enid.costley@lva.virginia.gov  
Extranet: www.vpl.virginia.gov 
  

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is 
the primary 

source of federal 
support for the 
nation’s 123,000 
libraries and 

17,500 museums.   
Through grant 
making, policy development, and research, IMLS 

helps communities and individuals thrive 
through broad public access to knowledge, 
cultural heritage, and lifelong learning. This 

newsletter project is made possible by a grant 
from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library 
Services. 

Dates to Remember 
Conferences 
May 18-20, 2014 ................................................ Virginia Library Association Paraprofessional Conference .......................... Richmond 
June 26—July 1, 2014 ........................................ American Library Association Annual Conference .......................................... Las Vegas 
September 18-20, 2014 ................................... Association for Library Service to Children National Institute........................ Oakland 
October 22-24, 2014 ......................................... Virginia Library Association .............................................................................. Williamsburg 
 
Training 
Monday, May 12, 2014 .................................... Evanced Summer Reader Training ............................................................................Danville 
Thursday, May 15, 2014 .................................. Evanced Summer Reader Training ....................................................................... Covington 
Evanced Summer Reader Training ............ On request—Call or email Enid ..........................................................................At Your Library 
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Programs and Displays from Virginia Libraries 

Newport News Public Library System 
Teens and youth turned cardboard boxes, paper, 
stickers and other recyclable materials into “cakes” to 
compete in the Fourth Annual Boss of Cakes 
contest on April 17 at Pearl Bailey Library to celebrate 

 
More photos page 4 

  

  

 

 

for the photos! 

◊ Karen L. Gill and Brionna Matthews, Newport 
News Public Library System 

◊ Cassie Boyd, Boydton Public Library, 
Southside Regional Library 

◊ Sarah Pahl, Montgomery-Floyd Regional 
Library 

◊ Rachel Enrich, Portsmouth Public Library 

◊ Carol Aubut, Little Creek Branch Library, 
Norfolk Public Library 

 

Amiya Hargrove, 13, left, and 17-year-old Deja Mitchell work on their 
cake inspired by the book, “Seven Blind Mice,” at Pearl Bailey 
Library’s Fourth Annual Boss of Cakes contest on April 17. They won 
“Most Original Cake.” Photo by Brionna Matthews/Newport News 
Public Library System 

Volunteer judges Rod Bowser and Edith Shingles take one last look at 
the cakes before making their final decisions at Pearl Bailey Library’s 
Fourth Annual Boss of Cakes contest on April 17. Created by 
Samantha Ritchie and Destiny Williams, “The Giver” cake won “Most 
Likely to Be Eaten Cake.”   Photo by Brionna Matthews/Newport 
News Public Library System 

Deandre Newson, 17, and Lazarreia Ghoston, 15, present their cake 
to audience members and judges at Pearl Bailey Library’s Fourth 
Annual Boss of Cakes competition on April 17. Their cake, based on 
the book, “No, David,” won Honorable Mention. Photo by Brionna 
Matthews/Newport News Public Library System 
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Boydton Public Library / Southside 

Regional Library 
We just wanted you to know Rocket has arrived safe 
and sound and already has made great friends with 
Daisy! — Cassidy Boyd 

Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 
On Saturday, May 3, the Blacksburg branch celebrated 
Star Wars with our Jedi Academy program.  Children 
were able to make light sabers, Yoda ears and Leia 
buns.  We also had several members of the 501st 
Legion present to pose for pictures. – Sarah Pahl 

Portsmouth Public Library 
Our summer reading bulletin board. - Rachel Enrich 

 

Little Creek Branch Library / Norfolk 

Public Library 
In celebration of the NATO countries, Little Creek 
Branch Library in Norfolk, presented a program on 
Bulgaria.  This is the window display. - Carol Aubut 

Programs and Displays from Virginia Libraries 
Continued from page 3 
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n a t u r e a n d n u r t u r e • Give consistent, loving care,• Engage in language with your 

child N o t en o t• Look for teachable moments 

all through the day,• Introduce children to music• Mirror the behavior you want 

to see in your child:



B u i l d i n g P a r t n e r s h i p s f o ra H e a l t h y S t a r t I n L i f ee n s u r e a h e a l t h y s t a r t f o r y o u r c h i l d :• F i n d a m e d i c a l h o m e f o r y o u r c h i l d :• P r o v i d e a n u t r i t i o u s d i e t :o Establish regular times for meals and snacks and eat together as a family often. M e a l t i m e s o f f e r r i c h o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o rp o s i t i v e f a m i l y i n t e r a c t i o n .o Give children some choices.o Model healthy eating patternso Keep sweets to a minimum.• E n s u r e s u f f i c i e n t s l e e p :  • E n c o u r a g e p a t t e r n s o f e x e r c i s e :• K e e p y o u r c h i l d s a f e :n e g a t i v e e x p e r i e n c e s i m p a c t i n g p h y s i c a l , e m o t i o n a l , s o c i a l , a n d c o g n i t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t . S c i e n t i s t s h a v e f o u n d t h a t a c h i l d ’ sP a r e n t s a n d d o c t o r s a r e p a r t n e r s i n d e t e r m i n i n g a h e a l t h y s t a r t i n l i f e !



T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f l a n g u a g e s k i l l s a n d a l o v e o f r e a d i n g a r e a b s o l u t e l yf o u n d a t i o n a l t o s u c c e s s i n s c h o o l a n d l i f e — a n d t h i s p r o c e s s b e g i n s a t b i r t h ! G o o dn e w s : b a b i e s a r e b o r n p r e p a r e d t o l e a r n a n d a r e w i r e d f o r l a n g u a g e — a n d e v e r y d a yi n t e r a c t i o n s o f f e r r i c h o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r e n c o u r a g i n g l a n g u a g e a n d a l o v e f o rr e a d i n g . I n o n e r e s e a r c h s t u d y w i t h p r e m a t u r e b a b i e s , w h e n p a r e n t s t a l k e d t o a n ds h a r e d b o o k s w i t h t h e i r t i n y i n f a n t s , t h e s e b a b i e s g a i n e d w e i g h t m o r e r a p i d l y , l e f tt h e h o s p i t a l s o o n e r , a n d w h e n c h e c k e d l a t e r , w e r e m o r e l i k e l y t o b e s h o w i n gn o r m a l d e v e l o p m e n t a l p r o g r e s s t h a n b a b i e s w h o h a d n o t e n j o y e d s u c hi n t e r a c t i o n s , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t i t i s n e v e r t o o e a r l y t o s t a r t r e a d i n g w i t h y o u r c h i l d !O r a l l a n g u a g e i s t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r l i t e r a c y d e v e l o p m e n tL a n g u a g e s k i l l s d e v e l o p p r i m a r i l y i n t h e c o n t e x t o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s , t h r o u g h “ s e r v e a n dr e t u r n ” i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h p a r e n t s a n d o t h e r a d u l t s . E v e r y p a r e n t , r e g a r d l e s s o fe d u c a t i o n , c a n t a l k t o t h e i r c h i l d , s h a r i n g t h e i r o w n i n t e r e s t s a n d o b s e r v a t i o n s ,p o i n t i n g t o a n d n a m i n g o b j e c t s , s i n g i n g s i m p l e s o n g s , o r e n j o y i n g p i c t u r e s i n ac h i l d r e n ’ s b o o k w i t h t h e i r y o u n g c h i l d .U n f o r t u n a t e l y , w h e n p a r e n t s d o n o t e n g a g e t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n c o n v e r s a t i o n , t h e r e i sa h e a v y c o s t . B y a g e t h r e e , c h i l d r e n i n h o m e s w i t h l i t t l e c o n v e r s a t i o n h a v e h e a r dr o u g h l y 3 0 m i l l i o n f e w e r w o r d s t h a n c h i l d r e n i n a l a n g u a g e A r i c h e n v i r o n m e n t . T h i sg a p h a s a p r o f o u n d i m p a c t t h a t p r o g r e s s i v e l y w i d e n s . Y o u n g c h i l d r e n w h o h a v eh e a r d f e w e r w o r d s s h o w u p a t k i n d e r g a r t e n w i t h o v e r 2 , 0 0 0 l e s s w o r d s i n t h e i rv o c a b u l a r y . B y 2 n d g r a d e , t h a t g a p m a y h a v e i n c r e a s e d t o a d i f f e r e n c e o f 4 , 0 0 0w o r d s . B y t h e t h i r d g r a d e , t h e y a r e f a r b e h i n d i n r e a d i n g . U n t i l t h e 3 r d g r a d e , c h i l d r e nl e a r n t o r e a d ; b u t a f t e r t h a t p o i n t , s c h o o l s e x p e c t c h i l d r e n t o r e a d t o l e a r n — t h e yh a v e m i s s e d t h e o p t i m a l t i m e i n w h i c h r e a d i n g i s t a u g h t .L i b r a r i e s a r e w o n d e r f u l p a r t n e r s f o r p a r e n t sr e a d i n g . Y o u r l i b r a r i a n w i l l s u g g e s t b o o k s t h a t a r e a p p r o p r i a t e a t e v e r yd e v e l o p m e n t a l s t a g e a n d w h i c h r e s p o n d t o p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t s o f t h e c h i l d . M o s tl i b r a r i e s o f f e r s t o r y t i m e a c t i v i t i e s f o r y o u n g c h i l d r e n , u s i n g b o t h b o o k s a n d m u s i ca n d d r a m a t o e x p a n d t h e s t o r i e s .W i t h e n c o u r a g e m e n t , y o u r c h i l d w i l l b e c o m e a n e n t h u s i a s t i c a n d c a p a b l e l i f e l o n gr e a d e r . F i n d y o u r w a y t o t h e l i b r a r y , b e g i n n i n g b y g e t t i n g y o u r o w n c a r d t o c h e c ko u t b o o k s f o r y o u r s e l f a n d y o u r c h i l d , a n d t h e n , o b t a i n i n g a c a r d f o r y o u r c h i l d a tt h e e a r l i e s t a g e a l l o w e d b y t h e l i b r a r y !

T h e r e a r e s i m p l e t i p sf o r s u p p o r t i n g e a r l yv o c a b u l a r y d e v e l o p m e n t :• U s e l o t s o f w o r d s w i t h i n f a n t sa n d t o d d l e r s .• G i v e s i m p l e e x p l a n a t i o n s f o rn e w w o r d s .• R e s p o n d t o t h e s o u n d s , b a b b l i n g ,w o r d s , a n d / o r q u e s t i o n s o f y o u n gc h i l d r e n .• P o i n t o u t s i g n s a s y o u w a l k , d r i v eo r s h o p .• E n c o u r a g e y o u r c h i l d ’ s n a t u r a lc u r i o s i t y a n d d e s i r e t o e x p l o r e .• R e a d a n d p l a y w i t h y o u n g s t e r s ,b e g i n n i n g i n i n f a n c y — a n d b ew i l l i n g t o r e p e a t f a v o r i t e b o o k so f t e n ! I n t e r a c t w i t h y o u r c h i l d a sy o u r e a d , a s k i n g a n d a n s w e r i n gq u e s t i o n s . I f y o u r c h i l d i s i n c h i l dc a r e , m a k e s u r e t h e r e a r e p l e n t yo f b o o k s i n t h e c l a s s r o o m a n dt h a t t h e t e a c h e r r e a d s t o c h i l d r e ne v e r y d a y .

E a r l y L a n g u a g e a n d L i t e r a c y D e v e l o p m e n t :P a r t n e r i n g W i t h Y o u r L i b r a r y



I n m o s t c o m m u n i t i e s , a b o u t 2 / 3 o f y o u n g c h i l d r e n l i v e w i t h w o r k i n g p a r e n t s ;t h e r e f o r e , s e l e c t i n g h i g h q u a l i t y c h i l d c a r e i s a n e c e s s i t y f o r m a n y . O n e o f t h em o s t c r u c i a l p a r t n e r s h i p s a p a r e n t w i l l f o r m i s w i t h o t h e r a d u l t s w h o w i l l c a r ef o r a n d t e a c h t h e i r c h i l d . A n y e n v i r o n m e n t w h e r e c h i l d r e n s p e n d t h e m a j o r i t yo f t h e i r t i m e i s a p a r t o f t h e i r l i f e l o n g e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e — t h u s t h e q u a l i t yo f t h e c h i l d c a r e o r e a r l y l e a r n i n g s e t t i n g i s c r i t i c a l l y i m p o r t a n t f o r a c h i l d ’ sd e v e l o p m e n t , r e a d i n e s s f o r k i n d e r g a r t e n , a n d s u c c e s s i n s c h o o l a n d l i f e .
Parents can look for or ask about the following when trying to select 

a program: • D o t h e t e a c h e r s t a l k t o , s i n g w i t h , a n d r e a d t o t h e c h i l d r e n ?• D o t e a c h e r s a s k c h i l d r e n q u e s t i o n s a n d r e s p o n d p a t i e n t l y t o q u e s t i o n st h e c h i l d r e n a s k ?• I s t h e a t m o s p h e r e w e l c o m i n g a n d i s p a r e n t i n v o l v e m e n t e n c o u r a g e d ?• A r e s c h e d u l e s o r a c t i v i t i e s p o s t e d ?• I s t h e t e a c h e r r e s p e c t f u l o f a n d r e s p o n s i v e t o c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s ,s p e c i a l n e e d s , a n d i n d i v i d u a l i n t e r e s t s ?• D o e s t h e t e a c h e r p a r t i c i p a t e i n o n ' g o i n g t r a i n i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s ?
Parents can build an effective partnership with their child’s teacher by:• C o m m u n i c a t i n g r e g u l a r l y , b o t h i n f o r m a l l y a t d r o p ' o f f o r p i c k ' u p a n dt h r o u g h w r i t t e n n o t e s o r t e l e p h o n e c a l l s .• V i s i t i n g o f t e n , p e r h a p s r e a d i n g a l o u d t o c h i l d r e n a n d c e l e b r a t i n gs p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s .• S c h e d u l i n g r e g u l a r c o n f e r e n c e s a n d a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s a b o u t y o u rc h i l d ’ s p r o g r e s s .R e m e m b e r , e v e r y t e a c h e r y o u r c h i l d h a s i s y o u r p a r t n e r i n e n s u r i n gp o s i t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d e d u c a t i o n a l s u c c e s s f o r y o u r c h i l d !

P a r e n t s & C h i l d C a r e P r o v i d e r P a r t n e r s h i p s
W h a t a r e t h e e s s e n t i a l i n g r e d i e n t so f q u a l i t y e a r l y l e a r n i n g s e t t i n g s ?• The warmth of interaction between 

teachers and children: L o o k f o rp o s i t i v e , e n c o u r a g i n g t e a c h e r s w h og e n u i n e l y e n j o y c h i l d r e n , r e s p e c t i n g t h ei n d i v i d u a l i t y o f e a c h c h i l d a n d t h ev a l u e s a n d p r i o r i t i e s o f t h e f a m i l y .• Teacher competencies: T r a i n i n g a n de d u c a t i o n i n c h i l d d e v e l o p m e n t i si m p o r t a n t , i n d i c a t i n g t h e l e v e l o fu n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e t e a c h e r h a s i ns t r a t e g i e s t o e n c o u r a g e c h i l d r e n ’ sl e a r n i n g a n d s k i l l s .• Turnover: C h i l d r e n n e e d c o n s i s t e n tc a r e , w i t h t h e s a m e t e a c h e r . W h e nt e a c h e r s c o m e a n d g o , i t i s h a r d o ny o u n g c h i l d r e n .• A stimulating, child-friendly 

environment: W h e t h e r i n a f o r m a lc l a s s r o o m o r a f a m i l y c h i l d c a r e h o m e ,e a r l y l e a r n i n g s e t t i n g s s h o u l d b e c l e a na n d s a f e , a l l o w i n g e x p l o r a t i o n , a n dp r o v i d i n g i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g s t o e x p l o r e ,w i t h o r g a n i z e d a r e a s f o r l e a r n i n g ,e a t i n g , a n d d i a p e r i n g .• Group size: S m a l l e r g r o u p s a l l o w f o rm o r e i n d i v i d u a l i z e d i n t e r a c t i o n sb e t w e e n t e a c h e r s a n d c h i l d r e n .• The ratio of adults to children: L o o kf o r r a t i o s o f 1 : 4 f o r i n f a n t s , i n c r e a s i n gg r a d u a l l y t o 1 : 1 0 f o r 4 � y e a r � o l d s .• Accreditation or ratings: T h e r e a r ea c c r e d i t a t i o n s y s t e m s f o r e a r l y l e a r n i n gs e t t i n g s . V i r g i n i a h a s a l s o c r e a t e d t h eV i r g i n i a S t a r Q u a l i t y I n i t i a t i v e t o h e l pB o t h s t a r r a t i n g s a n d a c c r e d i t a t i o n a r eh e l p f u l c l u e s t h a t a n e a r l y l e a r n i n gs e t t i n g i s c o m m i t t e d t o p r o v i d i n g h i g hq u a l i t y c a r e a n d e d u c a t i o n .



R e c o g n i z e t h e f i v e a r e a s o f r e a d i n e s s t h a ta r e i m p o r t a n t f o r s c h o o l s u c c e s s . B e i n gr e a d y f o r s c h o o l i n c l u d e s a l l o f t h e f o l l o w i n g :• Approaches to learning: I t i s i m p o r t a n tt h a t a c h i l d a r r i v e s a t s c h o o l w i t h t h e i rn a t u r a l c u r i o s i t y i n t a c t . D u r i n g t h e e a r l yy e a r s , c h i l d r e n s h o u l d b e e n c o u r a g e d t oe x p l o r e t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t , t o a s kq u e s t i o n s , t o e n g a g e i n c r e a t i v e p l a y .E a g e r n e s s t o l e a r n i s e s s e n t i a l f o r s c h o o ls u c c e s s .• Cognitive development: C r i t i c a l t h i n k i n gs k i l l s d e v e l o p w h e n a p p r o p r i a t es t i m u l a t i o n i s p r o v i d e d i n t h e c o n t e x t o fn u r t u r i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s . A f e w g u i d e l i n e s :C a n y o u r c h i l d s i t a n d l i s t e n t o a s t o r y a n db e g i n t o r e c o g n i z e l e t t e r s , n u m b e r s ,c o l o r s , s h a p e s , a n d n a m e s i n p r i n t ?• Language development: A c h i l d w h o h a se n g a g e d i n c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h p a r e n t s a n dh a s e n j o y e d l o o k i n g a t / l i s t e n i n g t o b o o k sa r r i v e s a t s c h o o l w i t h a s t r o n g f o u n d a t i o n .T a l k w i t h y o u r c h i l d e v e r y d a y a b o u te v e n t s a n d a c t i v i t i e s a n d r e a d t o t h e me v e r y d a y . E n c o u r a g e y o u r c h i l d t o i n i t i a t ea n d e n g a g e i n c o n v e r s a t i o n s , d e s c r i b ee x p e r i e n c e s a n d a s k q u e s t i o n s .• Social-emotional development: I n t h ep e r s o n a l w o r t h , t h e a b i l i t y t o t r u s t , a n dg r o w i n g s k i l l s i n r e l a t i n g t o o t h e r s . I f y o u rc h i l d h a s e x p e r i e n c e i n f o l l o w i n g s i m p l ed i r e c t i o n s a n d r u l e s , a s w e l l a s p l a y i n gw i t h a n d t a k i n g t u r n s w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n ,a d j u s t i n g t o s c h o o l w i l l b e e a s i e r .• Physical development: H e l p c h i l d r e nd e v e l o p b o t h l a r g e m u s c l e d e v e l o p m e n tt h r o u g h a c t i v e p l a y a n d s m a l l m u s c l ec o o r d i n a t i o n t h r o u g h c o l o r i n g , d r a w i n g ,w o r k i n g p u z z l e s , a n d b u i l d i n g t h i n g s .

E n s u r i n g a S u c c e s s f u l T r a n s i t i o n t o S c h o o lL i f e i s f u l l o f i m p o r t a n t t r a n s i t i o n s f r o m o n e s t a g e o f d e v e l o p m e n t t o t h en e x t . O n e o f t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t t r a n s i t i o n s f o r a c h i l d i s m o v i n g f r o m e a r l ye n v i r o n m e n t s i n t o s c h o o l . W h e t h e r t h e c h i l d h a s s p e n t m o s t o f t h e t i m e a th o m e o r h a s b e e n i n c h i l d c a r e o r p r e s c h o o l c l a s s r o o m s , m o v i n g i n t o “ b i g ”s c h o o l c a n b e a m a j o r a d j u s t m e n t , f o r b o t h c h i l d r e n a n d t h e i r p a r e n t s .P a r e n t s p l a y a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n e n s u r i n g t h a t t h i s t r a n s i t i o n g o e ss m o o t h l y — a n d i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r a n o n q g o i n g p a r t n e r s h i pw i t h t h e s c h o o l i n e n c o u r a g i n g a c h i l d ’ s a c a d e m i c s u c c e s s . H e r e a r e a f e w t i p sf o r n a v i g a t i n g t h i s t r a n s i t i o n :• B e f o r e e n r o l l i n g y o u r c h i l d , v i s i t t h e s c h o o l y o u r c h i l d w i l l a t t e n d ,g i v i n g y o u r c h i l d a c h a n c e t o e x p l o r e a n d d e v e l o p s o m e f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h t h es c h o o l a n d i t s r o u t i n e s .• O n c e y o u r c h i l d i s e n r o l l e d a n d r e c e i v e s a n a s s i g n m e n t , v i s i t w i t h t h et e a c h e r . I n t r o d u c e y o u r c h i l d t o t h e t e a c h e r b e f o r e s c h o o l s t a r t s . T a k e t h et e a c h e r i n f o r m a t i o n i d e n t i f y i n g y o u r c h i l d ’ s i n t e r e s t s , e x p e r i e n c e s , l e a r n i n gs t y l e , a n d f a m i l y b a c k g r o u n d .• V o l u n t e e r a s y o u r c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n d t i m e a l l o w . I f y o u r w o r k s c h e d u l ed o e s n o t a l l o w y o u t o p a r t i c i p a t e d u r i n g t h e d a y , a t t e n d e v e n i n g e v e n t sc l a s s r o o m .• C o m m u n i c a t e r e g u l a r l y w i t h t h e t e a c h e r . E x c h a n g e t e l e p h o n e a n d e m a i li n f o r m a t i o n . S t a y i n t o u c h , f o c u s i n g o n p o s i t i v e i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h et e a c h e r a n d l e t t i n g t h e t e a c h e r k n o w o f a n y s p e c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n y o u rc h i l d ’ s l i f e .• C r e a t e a l e a r n i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a t h o m e a n d s u p p o r t y o u r c h i l d ’ sl e a r n i n g , b u t a v o i d o v e r � i n v o l v e m e n t ; r e s p e c t a n d e n c o u r a g e y o u rc h i l d ’ s i n d e p e n d e n c e i n c o m p l e t i n g a s s i g n m e n t s . E s t a b l i s h a t i m e a n dp l a c e f o r y o u r c h i l d t o d o s c h o o l w o r k . B e a v a i l a b l e t o h e l p , b u t a s kq u e s t i o n s t h a t e n c o u r a g e t h e c h i l d t o t h i n k t h r o u g h a n d s o l v e c h a l l e n g e s .W o r k t o e n s u r e t h a t y o u a n d t h e t e a c h e r a r e p a r t n e r s i n y o u rc h i l d ’ s e d u c a t i o n !


